[An unusual case of annular constrictive pericarditis--a "framed heart"].
We presented a 62-year-old female with constrictive pericarditis of an unusual anatomy. A calcified constrictive band, 2-3 cm wide, ran parallel to the frontal plane, coursing circularly along the anterior aspect of the great arteries, right atrium, diaphragmatic surface of the right ventricle, posterolateral aspect of the left ventricle and back to the great arteries. The course of the constrictive band was circular but completely different from that of typical annular constrictive pericarditis in which a constrictive band runs along the atrioventricular groove. Hemodynamic consequences of our patient was rather non-specific impairment of ventricular filling than functional valvular stenoses due to external compression characteristic for the typical annular constrictive pericarditis. Effective surgical relief of the constriction was accomplished under cardiopulmonary bypass and cardioplegic cardiac arrest.